
CHAPTER XXI 

THE MILITIA AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 
Early military laws of New Hampshire required every male in

habitant from sixteen to sixty years of age to own a musket, bayonet, 
knapsack, cartridge-box, one pound of powder, twenty bullets, and 
twelve flints. In addition each town was required to keep ready 
for use one barrel of powder, two hundred pounds of lead, three hun
dred flints, besides spare arms and ammunition for citizens too poor 
to own them. Each man was required to drill one-half day in each 
May and September without pay, with another day at general muster, 
at which time the town furnished rations for the day or paid the 
soldier fifty cents. 

Under these circumstances the law as to equipment was more or 
less disregarded; officers only had uniforms, and the organizations 
well merited the title "awkward squad." Drill often was horseplay, 
the order to "fall back," for instance, at times being obeyed literally. 
It is stated of one company, probably not of Jaffrey, the equipment 
of which was sadly deficient for the needs of military pomp and cir
cumstance, that the captain's instruction before public appearance 
was, ""\Vhen I say 'fire' all those that have got guns, shoot, and all 
those with broomsticks and cornstalks say 'Boo' as loud as they can.'' 
Still the exigencies of the times required that every man should be a 
good marksman to protect his stock from depredations of wild ani
mals, with such results as were testified to by the British losses at 
Lexington, Bunker Hill, and Bennington. 

Following the battle of Lexington in 177 5, the Fourth Provincial 
Congress called upon all towns to form military organizations, and 
that Jaffrey was not remiss in complying is shown by the town rec
ords. In fact, precipitate action was taken when, because of "an 
alarm from the armey," which no doubt was the sound of the guns 
at Bunker Hill (see Meeting-house and Guns of Bunker Hill), some 
of the inhabitants met a day early, Monday, June 19th, and chose 
military officers, while a number met on Tuesday, the day for which 
the meeting was officially· called, and likewise chose officers. Conse
quently, on the third day, "\Vednesday, June 21, a new warrant for a 
town meeting was posted, the second article of which was "To Choose 
Mellitary Officers for the town of Jaffrey," and on the day of the 
meeting, June 26, according to the record, they" Choose Capt Henry 
Coffeen, Captain. . .. Mr Roger Gilmore Lieut Mr John Stanley 2nd 

Lieut l\l' David Hunter Engn Mr Peter Warren Clarke." 
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In 1776, following the reading of the Declaration of Independence 
in every shire town in New Hampshire, the militia of the State was 
divided into training bands and alarm lists (see chapter VII Revolu
tion), and fifty-nine articles of war were adopted for the regulation 
of the militia. At a town meeting in Jaffrey on May 16, 1785, it was 
"voted that the train band be Divided into two Companies the Peti
tion line be like that in the Constables Rate bills." The "Constables' 
Rate Bills" divided the town into an east and west section; and there
after the companies were known as East and West and, to avoid mis 
takes, one had its military coats faced with red and the other with 
yellow. In 1792 the train bands were organized into companies and 
regiments, and officers were commissioned in accordance with the 
laws and regulations. The militia laws, passed in 1792 and amended 
in 1808, remained in force with little change for nearly fifty years. 

Previous to 1795 a company of cavalry, called the Jaffrey and 
Rindge Cavalry, was organized, of which the following Jaffrey men 
held commissions as captains: Alpheus Crosby, Asa Parker, Parker 
Maynard, Samuel Patrick, John Stone, Abijah Pierce, Moses Cutter, 
Calvin J. Parker, and Reuben Pierce. They were thereafter digni
fied for life with the title of captain. 

In 1814 was organized the First Rifle Company of Jaffrey, of which 
Oliver Warren was chosen captain, Thomas Adams lieutenant, and 
Edward Bailey ensign, but no records of the company have been 
found before 1820. Captain John Wright, who is said to have served 
with distinction as captain of this company (see Volume II), was 
probably one of its earliest captains. 

The Jaffrey Rifle Company was part of the Twelfth Regiment of 
New Hampshire, which included organizations from the towns of 
Jaffrey, Rindge, Fitzwilliam, Troy, Marlborough, Dublin, Roxbury, 
and Nelson. These local companies chose for themselves, or had 
conferred upon them, characterizing names such as" Old Floodwood," 
"String Beans," "Ragamuffins," the Jaffrey contingent bearing the 
sonorous title of "Slam Bangs." A roster of the Jaffrey Rifle Com
pany, dated September 10, 1845, showed forty-seven "uniforms." 
The following persons from Jaffrey held the commission of colonel: 

Benjamin Prescott 
Josiah Mower 
Oliver Prescott 
Whitcomb French 
Oliver Bailey 

David H. Gilmore 
Isaac J. Fox 
Gilman Mower 
Calvin J. Parker 
Charles A. Jewell 

Charles W. Pierce 
George Briant 
William Lebourveau 
James K. Stanley 

Annual musters were held in September, usually at Troy. The 



MILITIA AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 429 

Jaffrey Rifle Company was considered the best drilled unit in the 
Twelfth Regiment, and was always the first on the field on muster 
days. At such a muster in Troy in 1838, according to a newspaper 
account, it was described as" a splendid specimen of the militia of the 
Granite State." It is one of the traditions of the old muster days 
in Jaffrey that at a time when there was intense rivalry between the 
companies of the different towns making up the regimental district 
as to which would make the best appearance on muster day, "Sailor" 
Newell (see Volume II) walked to Boston in one day, bought a set 
of showy cockades for his company, and was back in Jaffrey the next 
day in season for the muster. That the soldiers fared well on muster 
days is evident from the following record of September 1, 1825: 

The providing victuals for the soldiers on muster day near Troy Meeting house 
will be put up to the lowest bidder per man. A sufficient quantity of good beef 
well cooked, with good brown bread, cake and cheese sufficient for breakfast, 
dinner and luncheon when dismissed. 

And carry on the rum and shugar provided by the selectmen in the Middle of 
Jaffrey, and return what is left to the place where it is taken and find pails and 
mugs sufficient for necessary use on said day. The rum and shugar will be delt 
out by direction of the selectmen. 
With Moody Lawrence as auctioneer, the "providing victuals was 
struck off to John Conant at 28 cents per man." 

Muster was a gala day for the small boys who left home before 
dawn, usually with a few cents to spend for a "sheet" of gingerbread, 
the principal youthful sweetmeat of the time, after the consumption 
of which nothing remained but to watch the maneuvers, listen to 
the firing, and shiver at the fights almost certain to result from the 
intense rivalry between towns. But, as time went on, the musters 
attracted not only the farmer boys but a following of such undesir
ables as always are likely to come to scheduled gatherings of large 
numbers of people. The New Hampshire Sentinel of October 11, 1849, 
in discussing the recent muster of the Twelfth Regiment at Troy said, 

Gamblers were on hand in large numbers but were driven out of town. They 
went to Surry where the Twentieth Regiment was being reviewed and caused 
much trouble. Their implements were broken up by the light infantry com
panies. This gang was from Boston and had been driven from place to place 
since Sheriff Lincoln at Lancaster dispersed them the first time. 

These unsatisfactory conditions brought about a change in the 
State law in 1851, whereby the local musters were abolished and the 
militia law of the State repealed, making an annual saving to the 
State of fifteen to twenty thousand dollars. The Jaffrey Rifle Com
pany continued as an organization until June, 1859, when it dis
banded and on Wednesday, June 27, 
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the captain sold at public auction all the equipage of the company consisting of 
cartridge boxes, canteens, uniforms, and other 'pomp and circumstance' of 
glorious war. The armory which occupied a conspicuous place near the old Cut
ter Tavern stand was struck off to the highest bidder. Many a traveler on his 
way to Monadnock has halted to read the inscription upon the crescent shaped 
sign that ornamented the front of the old armory. We are not able to repeat the 
inscription verbatim, but it said something about no aggressions in peace and 
defences in war and closed with 'United we stand-divided we fall' .-Sentinel. 

The armory building stood in the southwest angle formed by the 
right-angled intersection of the Turnpike road with the road from 
Slab City, so-called, to Thorndike Road by the present residence of 
Charles S. Phelps. It was later moved to the corner of present Main 
and River Streets in East Jaffrey Village, on the site of the present 
Duncan Block, where it was used for a time as a store. Among the 
early storekeepers that it served was James L. Bolster, a former cap
tain of the Jaffrey Rifle company. It is now (1932) the plumbing 
shop in the rear of the Coburn property. 

After the Civil War, military service no longer was required, the 
military arm of the State being the National Guard, in which enlist
ment was voluntary with all expense paid by the State. No branch 
of the National Guard had headquarters at Jaffrey, but many of its 
citizens joined Troop A, Cavalry, of Peterborough. The members of 
this organization were public-spirited men, receiving small pay except 
at the annual musters, but always willing to lend their striking pres
ence to augment the spectacle at any pretentious celebration in the 
vicinity. On dress parade, in dark blue uniform with gold braid, 
spiked helmets with a yellow plume, and with long clattering sabres 
fit more for display than for service, the Peterborough Cavalry pre
sented a stirring sight as their steeds, normally staid driving horses, 
pranced through the streets in formation. Musters were held annu
ally at the State camp ground outside of Concord, and any relative or 
friend of a guardsman was ever welcome at the mess-tent. 

In 1916 Troop A was called to active service on the Mexican bor
der, at which time a drastic sifting of the physical qualifications of 
personnel was made. At the outbreak of the World War it was 
merged, with other New Hampshire military organizations, into the 
103rd Machine Gun Battalion attached to the Twenty-sixth (Yan
kee) Division of the American Expeditionary Forces, seeing active 
service overseas. During the World War the National Guard system 
was reorganized, bringing practices more in line with those of the 
regular army. No present branch of the National Guard is stationed 
sufficiently near to Jaffrey as to make enlistment practicable. 




